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Introduction 

 

We are three excited students from abroad who want to make a guided tour to the highlights of 

Budapest, which is meant for other foreign students or family/friends that visit. The tour guide should 

make it easier to find their way through the city. We’re going to visit many interesting and famous 

sights, so that it’s possible to get to know to the city. Our aim is that people can find ways through the 

city more easily and have a better orientation because of knowing and recognizing some of the 

buildings and to learn something about the history of Budapest and Hungary. Our tour starts at Heroes 

square and it will lead us through Budapest. 
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Planning 

To control and manage this project we made a planning, it is important for us to follow this planning 

so we do not lag behind. To complete this project we sometimes have to visit cultural sites so we can 

observe the place and take some pictures. We also need to collect some interesting information to tell 

the hosts of the tour. By the beginning of December we planned our presentation, if we follow this 

planning we can manage this date. 
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Route 

We have a few stops in our tour, in the image below you can see route. The route starts at number 1, 

which is the Heroes square, and ends at number 9, Margaret’s island. As you can see in the image 

there are two different colors, black and red. The black line means we move our self with public 

transport (Metro, tram or busses), the red line means we go further on foot. 
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Cultural sites 

The following cultural sites will be part of the tour: 

1. Heroes square 

2. Danube with famous bridges 

3. Fishermans bastion  

4. Buda Castle  

5. Gellert Hill and Gellert bath  

6. Market hall  

7. St. Stephans basilica  

8. Parliament  

9. Margaret’s island  

 

1. Heroes square: 
In 1896 Heroes square was built by the Hungarians to celebrate the millennium of Hungary, 

because they used to say that the first Hungarians entered the country in 896. They central 

element at Heroes square is the millenniums memorial, which is a symbol for the history of 

Hungary. It shows seven riders which represent the seven leaders of the seven tribes of the 

Hungarians, which captured Hungary at that time. On top of a 36m high column we can see 

archangel Gabriel who has a cross and the Hungarian crone in his hands. In the colonnades 

behind the column are 14 statues of the rulers of Hungary. In front of the column there is the 

grave of the unknown soldier, a burial plot for all soldiers who have fallen for or in Hungary. 

The Heroes square is a very nice place to go and spend some time, you can bring some snacks 

and enjoy a sunny day with a picnic. Meet your friends at a place that belongs to the 

Hungarian history. 

 
To get more information: http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/heroes-square/ 

To move on to our next stop we can take a walk at Andrássy út, the Champs-Élysées of Budapest. 

Andrássy út and also the park behind the Heroes square are belonging to the world heritage. 

Then we take the Metro 1 to Vörösmarty tér. The Metro line 1 is the oldest Metro on the European 

continent, it was built in 1896. From there we’re walking to the Széchenyi bridge and cross the 

Danube there. 

http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/heroes-square/
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2. Danube with bridges: 
The Danube flows directly through Budapest and separates Budapest in Buda and Pest. 

Originating in Germany, the river flows through 10 countries before emptying into the Black 

Sea. The Danube is Europe’s second longest river (2860 km).  We describe only the four 

bridges in the centre of Budapest, but in Budapest there are nine bridges which cross the 

Danube.  

 

The Margaretha bridge 

The Margaretha bridge connects Buda, Pest and Margaret’s Island with each other. This fact 

makes the Margaretha bridge a three-way bridge. The bridge was built between 1872 and 

1876. It length is 637.5 meters.  The bridge is designed by a French engineer named Ernest 

Goüin. He worked together with Gustave Eiffel, the creator of the Eiffel tower.  In the 

beginning of the 2000’s the bridge was in ferry bad shape that’s why the bridge is fully 

restored in 2009 in his original appearance. 

 
 

The (Széchenyi) Chain Bridge 

The Chain bridge was built between 1839 and 1849. At the time, its centre span of 202 meters 

was one of the largest in the world. Designed by the English engineer William Tierney 

Clark and built by the Scottish engineer Adam Clark, it was the first permanent bridge across 

the Danube in Hungary. In World War II, the bridge was blown up in 1945 by the retreating 

Germans during the Siege of Budapest, with only the towers remaining. It was rebuilt, and it 

reopened in 1949. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tierney_Clark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tierney_Clark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Clark_(engineer)
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The Elisabeth bridge 

The Elisabeth bridge is one of the most modern bridges across the Danube in Budapest. The 

bridge is situated at the narrowest part of the Danube in the Budapest area, spanning only 290 

m. Originally the bridge dates from 1903 but was destroyed in the second world war and was 

rebuilt in 1964.  

 
 

The Liberty Bridge 

The bridge was built between 1894 and 1896. Although radically different in structure, the 

bridge imitates the general outline of a chain-type bridge. During the war the Germans 

destroyed the bridge but in 1945 its exploded middle part was reconstructed partly from 

remolded materials of the uplifted ruins of it.   

 
 

Then we climb up to the Fisherman’s bastion by foot. 
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3. Fisherman’s bastion: 
Fisherman’s bastion was built from 1899-1902 without any military function. After finishing 

the restoration of Matthias church they tried to find a good solution for the area around the 

church. The architect Frigyes Schulek planned a 140m long pseudo fortress with many turrets 

and stairs which surrounds the church. As we know there was no military function at all but it 

was just to climb up and enjoy a wonderful view over Pest and the Danube. 

The name Fisherman’s bastion is developed from the following story: 

When there was a war in Budapest not only the soldiers, but also the guilds, which were 

located in the Castle district, helped to defend the city. Because of their location next to the 

castle, they named this wall Fisherman’s bastion. 

We really like to spend time at the Fisherman’s bastion. The atmosphere is very nice up there 

and the view over the city is amazing. If you are a student in Budapest you have to visit this 

place at least one time. But if you went there once we are sure that you will come back. 

To get more information: http://www.fishermansbastion.com/ 

 

Walk to Buda Castle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fishermansbastion.com/
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4. Buda Castle: 
Buda Castle is a historical palace complex of the Hungarian kings in Budapest. At first it was 

completed in 1265, but the building we know today was really build between 1749 and 1769. 

Through the centuries, the castle was a home for the Hungarian princes. In the second world 

war, the Germans took their place in the castle. Immediately after the war, archeological 

research was begun in order to unearth the remains of the medieval castle. The first 

reconstruction plan of the medieval remains was written in 1950 and completed in 1952. The 

reconstruction work was finished in 1966  

 
 

Today, the Budapest castle is known as the royal palace it is not is fancy as there before, but 

its history remains. Today, the Budapest castle is more than 300 meters long creating a very 

good impression. In the castle includes a Budapest history museum, two other museums, the 

national gallery and also a library. 

 

Walk to Gellert hill and Gellert bath. 
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5. Gellert hill and Gellert bath: 
The Gellert mountain is 235 meters high in the Hungarian capital of Budapest. The Citadel on 

the Gellert mountain is the city’s most important outlook, from where you can see the 

panorama of Budapest. The citadel is a fortress in Budapest which occupies almost the entire 

mountain plateau. The uprising of the Hungarian freedom fighters in 1848 was suppressed by 

the Austrians a Russian army a year later. To sow fear with the people of Budapest, plans 

were made to impose large defenses. Of these plans only the Citadel was built and realized in 

1854 in the same year Austrian troops settled in the Citadel. After 1867 when Austria and 

Hungary closed a union “the Double Monarchy” the Citadel had no more use. In 1899 the city 

council was in possession of the Citadel and the next year the fortress walls were broken 

down. 

The statue of liberty is a monument to those who gave their lives for the independence and 

freedom of Hungary and has an important place on the Gellert mountain. After the WOII, the 

Hungarian people were grateful that the Russians had freed them from the Nazis. To honor 

their rescuers, they founded this statue. It’s a 14 meter high statue made of bronze. The figure 

on the pedestal is holding a very large palm leaf above the head, the original inscription is “in 

memory of the Soviet soldiers and liberators”. 

The Gellert thermal bath is one of the most popular bath’s in Budapest. The complex was built 

between 1912 and 1918. It was damaged during WWII, but also rebuilt. Some believe the 

water in this location have healing power. 

To get more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citadella  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Statue_(Budapest)  

http://www.bathsbudapest.com/gellert-bath  

 

 
 

 

Walk to Market Hall by crossing the Liberty bridge. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citadella
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Statue_(Budapest)
http://www.bathsbudapest.com/gellert-bath
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6. Market hall: 
The great market hall is the largest and oldest indoor market in Budapest. The idea come from 

the first mayor of Budapest, Karoly Kamermayer. He retired in 1896 and in this same the 

building was completed. 

Most of the stalls on the ground floor offer produce, meats, pastries, candies, spices, and 

spirits such as paprika, Tokaji, Túró Rudi, and caviar. The second floor has mainly eateries 

and souvenirs. The basement contains butcher shops, fish market, and picked vegetables 

including the traditional cucumber pickles, as well as cauliflower, cabbage, beets, tomatoes, 

and garlic. 

To get more information: http://budapestmarkethall.com/great-market-hall-budapest  

 

 
 

 

Take Metro 3 from Kálvin tér to Arany János utca and walk to the basilica. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://budapestmarkethall.com/great-market-hall-budapest
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7. St. Stephans basilica: 
The biggest church of Budapest is named after the founder of Hungary, St. Stephan, whos 

metacarpal bone is stored inside the basilica. The constructions of the basilica started in 1846, 

but they were interrupted in 1848 because of the revolution. 1851 they started again but 

because of some constructional defects the basilica collapsed in January 1868. They had to 

start again and finally they finished it in 1905 under the direction of the 3
rd

 architect, József 

Kauser. It’s worth to climb on the cupola of the basilica if the weather is good. From there you 

have a wonderful view over Budapest. 

 

To get more information: http://en.bazilika.biz/history-of-the-basilica/the-history-of-the-

church 

 

Walk to the parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.bazilika.biz/history-of-the-basilica/the-history-of-the-church
http://en.bazilika.biz/history-of-the-basilica/the-history-of-the-church
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8. Parliament: 
The parliament building is on the pest side on the left bank of the Danube in Budapest. It was 

designed by Imre Steindl in 1885 and was completed in 1904. The largest width is 118 meters, 

the height is 27 meters and the dome is 96 meters high. Parliament occupies 17,745 m
2
. The 

parliamentary library contains 400,000 books. The dome is surrounded by two large and 20 

small towers. There are 29 stairwells and approximately 115 halls in the building, while 10 

gardens enhance the atmosphere. For the decoration of the halls and staircases, more than 40 

kg of gold has been used. 

The design was chosen after a contest. Numbers 2 and 3 have also been realized, these are 

opposite the parliament.  

 

 
 

To get more information: http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/budapest-

parliament/  

 

 

Walk to Margaret’s island by crossing Margaret’s bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/budapest-parliament/
http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/budapest-parliament/
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9. Margaret`s island: 
Margaret island is a 2,5 km long island, 500 meter width and lays in the middle of the Danube 

in the centre of Budapest between de Margaret bridge and the Arpad bridge. It is a very 

popular recreation area and is mostly covered with landscape parks. The island houses various 

sports establishments, like a water park, a zoo, sports area, opera, and an athletics center. It 

also has a rubber-coated running track measuring 5.35 km which is very popular among both, 

locals and tourists. There is also a fountain which plays music and light shows are performed. 

To get more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Island  

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Island
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Self-reflection 

We as a group liked 3 places most. 

 

At first there is Margret’s island, which is wonderful to spend time during warm and sunny days. We 

enjoyed spending time near the fountain and listening to the music.  It’s a famous meeting point for 

students in their free time and after lectures. The active ones meet each other in the gym areas. 

 

Then there was the Fisherman’s bastion where you can go without paying entrance fee, what students 

most of the times highly appreciate. The view over the city is very nice and the sunsets are wonderful, 

we recommend going there in the evening and enjoying. 

 

The Hungarian parliament is a wonderful place from the outside, but it’s even more beautiful from the 

inside. For European students there is a reduced entrance fees but also if you are not from Europe it’s 

not that much. You will look at the crown jewels and walk through the golden hallways and halls. If 

live or visit Budapest you have to go there and see it. 


